
Greenacres Building Committee Meeting Tuesday, October 17, 2017 
 
Summary 
 
The seventh meeting of the Greenacres Building Committee was held on Tuesday, October 17 at 
3:15 pm in the Greenacres library. The meeting was attended by 21 committee members, 
comprised of parents, community members, staff, Board members, and administrators, plus 
representatives from BBS and Park East, with Stuart Mattey, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Facilities, presiding. 
 
Mr. Mattey began by reporting about his presentation to the Board of Education the previous 
evening on Bond Planning, which included the recommendations made by the Greenacres 
Committee, and also the teachers’ perspective concerning modular classrooms. He also updated 
modular classroom costs, noting that the purchasing option has been discarded, as there is almost 
no resale value. The cost of installing and dismantling leased modular classrooms is about $1.2 
million plus leasing costs of approximately $350 thousand, which would have to be covered by 
the District’s annual budget (bonds may not be used for leasing). Along with the costs of other 
committee recommendations, the total for Greenacres renovation/construction is now $36.5 
million, with a bond total of $66.5 million. 
 
The committee recommended that information about the Greenacres work include an explanation 
of how the renovation/construction will support a 21st century education. It was noted that 
details about items such as classroom furnishings will not be available until after the bond is 
approved, but that new configurations in the classroom (including seemingly mundane but 
crucial components such as storage) will promote collaboration, flexibility, and other building 
blocks of critical and creative thinking. 
 
Mr. Mattey reviewed a revised timeline, with Administration recommendations to be presented 
to the Board at its November 13 meeting, a Board decision on the bond set for its November 27 
meeting, and a bond referendum on January 24. He noted that the District-wide Facilities 
Committee has been charged with reviewing the entire scope of the bond, including 
recommendations made by the Greenacres committee, and has also been asked by the Board to 
give them a recommendation on District-wide air conditioning. 
 
Park East representative Francesco Borgese reviewed proposed positioning of the staging area 
and modular classrooms, and reported that he had marked off those positions on the field (at the 
conclusion of the meeting, the committee went over to the field to see the layout). 
 
The committee then discussed student drop-off and pickup as it is now configured, how it may 
implemented during construction, and how it will work post-construction. The committee 
discussed implementing “curbside service” – an approach that has been implemented at 
Edgewood with great success this year during their construction; it speeds up traffic flow 
considerably. Mr. Mattey will look into how staffing needs for that approach might be met. 
 



It was noted that no movement of construction vehicles will be allowed take place during 
drop-off and pickup times, or at other times which will be designated in construction  documents, 
such as recess. Other approaches discussed  included changing traffic patterns on certain roads, 
and investigating whether busing could be temporarily expanded during construction. Still other 
effective approaches include the encouragement of carpooling and walking to school. 
 
The committee reviewed new entrances and indoor areas that are part of the 
renovation/construction plan, and that will help with student safety and indoor gathering places 
in inclement weather. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 pm. 
 
 


